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What is the Careers 2008 Competition? 
 

Careers 2008 is an applied academic/career competition. All Kansas High School Students Grade 9-12 

may register either individually or as a team and compete in any of these three divisions: 

 

1) Product Development 

2) Problem Solving 

3) Job Search 

 

This competition is a partnership between the Smoky Hill Education Service Center, its 60 plus member 

school districts, the Salina Area Technical School, the Salina Area Chamber of Commerce, the Salina 

Human Resource Association, and Access TV. 

 

The competition is funded through a combination of grants and student entry fees. 

 

Judges for the competition will be a combination of business and industry, post secondary staff, as well 

as present and former teachers and administrators.  Each student will receive a certificate of 

participation. 

 

AWARDS 

1
st
, 2

nd
, & 3

rd
 place certificates for each category will be presented to schools for their winning 

students. 

Salina Area Technical School gives scholarships to winning seniors to attend SATS. 

 

Careers 2008 supports the following outcomes: 

 Each school and district will work collaboratively with its community to create a learning 

community. 

 All students will demonstrate in academic and applied situations a high level of mastery of 

essential business skills. 

 All students will demonstrate effective communication skills. 

 All students will demonstrate complex thinking skills in academic and applied business 

situations. 

 All students will demonstrate the necessary characteristics to work effectively both 

independently and in a group. 

 

Attention:  Teachers and Sponsors! 
The final scores of each studentôs competition will be sent to the sponsor after the 
competition.  We discourage using the scores from this competition as a grade! 
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How do I register? 
 A separate entry form must be submitted for each student and a separate group registration for 

each group.  A teacherôs signature is needed on each studentôs entry form.  (Please print or type 

forms).  A $10.00 entry fee per student (NOT per event) is required with the submission of an 

entry form.  A student may enter two events (only one per division) for the $10.00 fee.  They 

may not be in more than two events ï this includes being in group competitions.  Exceptions to 

this are:  NOTE:  Per a request from SATS, students can only compete in one event.  

However, SATS participants may also enter one event at the Bi-center.    If competing in 

Webpage Design at Smoky Hill, no other events can be entered.  The registration fee or a 

purchase order is due when sending in entries.  Registration fees are non-refundable!  

Registration forms may be found at the back of this bookðfeel free to make as many copies as 

needed.  Registrations may be submitted to: 

 

   Linda Talbott 

   Smoky Hill ESC 

   605 E. Crawford 

   Salina, KS 67401 

 

Checks should be made payable to Smoky Hill ESC/Careers 2008. 

 

Registrations must be received at Smoky Hill Education Service Center no later than Friday, 

March 7, 2008.  Payment and/or a Purchase Order are due at this time as well.  Because of 

scheduling difficulties, we will make NO CHANGES on the day of the competition! 
 

 

Where and when will competitions take place? 

Events will take place at the Salina Bicentennial Center & the Salina Area Technical School.   Each 

schools individualized time and location schedule will be mailed out to the school by April 4, 2008.  

Please check the registration carefully and notify Smoky Hill with corrections in name spellings, 

problems with times, etc.  Now is the time to request changes as we will no longer make changes 

the day of the competition.  Changes will be accepted until Friday, April 11, 2008, 5:00 p.m.  After 

this time, changes will be recorded and packets sent to the schools.  Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. on 

April 23, 2008.   Each school is responsible for transportation to and from the various competition sites. 

 

REMINDERS:   

 No changes on the day of the competition. 

 Nametags, schedules, and other information will be mailed out to schools the week prior to the 

competition.  Please remember changes are due by April 11, 2008-5:00 p.m.   

 Each school will check in at registration desk-students without a sponsor will not be checked in. 

 Please notify Smoky Hill of cancellations as soon as possible prior to the deadline of April 11. 

 

   

 

NOTE:  Product Development entries must be on the display tables in the Bi-Center by 9:30 a.m. 

and remain until noon. 
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Rules 

 
 Each school must provide a sponsor at various competition sites.   Sponsors must register and 

check in students.  Students will not be allowed to register by themselves. 

 

 Each student may enter two different events in the Product Dev. Division at the Salina BiCenter 

(either individual or group).   They could also enter the Job Search division and therefore be 

competing in 3 events.  They cannot enter 3 events in Product Development. 

 

 Students competing at the Salina Area Technical School will only be allowed to enter in one 

event at SATS.  They can enter one other event at the Bi-center to be scheduled in the p.m.  

 

 Entrants for Webpage Design at the BiCenter will not be able to enter any other area of 

competition as this is an all day event. 
 

 Entrants for Problem Solving Computer Technology at the BiCenter will be allowed to enter 

one other event either from the Product Development Division or from Job Search. 
 

 Alcohol, drugs, and smoking prohibited both inside the building(s) and on the grounds at all 

three competition sites.  

 

 Competing in Careers 2008 relates to the career/work world.  Therefore, professional dress, 

attitude, and behavior required at all times. 

 

 Food cannot be brought into the Bicentennial Center.  

 

 Mark all your equipment with the school name and address. SHESC does not assume 

responsibility for any lost, broken, or misplaced equipment or supplies!  

 

 Evaluations will be available at the competition for comments and/or suggestions.  Judge 

evaluation sheets will be mailed out to the schools once scoring is completed. 

 

 Payment or PO required with entry forms . 

 

 Hospitality Room available for judges, sponsors, presenters, exhibitors, volunteers and staff! 

Rolls, coffee, tea and lunch are a part of this. 

 

 Break room and lunch area provided for students with water and rolls in morning; pizza, cookies 

and pop for lunch at Bi-Center, SATS, and at Smoky Hill ESC.   
 

What To Do Between Competitions? 
 

 Visit with representatives from community colleges, technical schools, private colleges, state 

colleges, and the military. 

 Bring games that can be played quietly in the student break/lunch area. 

 View Product Development projects on display. 
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Product Development 
 

Product Development entries may be entered as an individual or as a team. 

 Entrants must create and bring a portfolio  for any Product Development entry.  

 Studentôs name and school needs to be on the portfolio.  

 Organize the portfolio in a folder or 3-ring binder.  

 Portfolio will be judged on contents, organization, and neatness.  

 (Note:  a portfolio is not a printout or copy of your completed project.) 
 

Creating a Portfolio: 

(The following is the minimum number of pages for a portfolio and what should be included.) 

1) Discuss and show steps involved in the creation of the project ï include all preliminary 

sketches, ideas, note cards, plus the progression of the project.  

2) Show & discuss what your product is.  

3) Discuss how it works (if applicable). 

4) In correct bibliographic format, show where you found information and who shared their  

expertise with you. 

5) Include any other information related to the project such as what you could have done if  

you had other equipment or different types of paper and the cost differences. 

6) Provide justification for the decisions made - why you set it up the way you did, use of  

color(s), lettering, graphics, and content, etc. 
 

Oral Presentation:   

 Based on the portfolio and end product. 

 Present a 5-10 minute oral presentation to the judge(s). 

 Entries using multimedia will show their project to the judges as part of their oral presentation. 

 Use of multimedia products or desktop publishing is permitted but equipment to show 

these must be supplied by the entrant.   

 Audio-visual screens will be furnished when requested.  Please request this on the registration 

form. 
 

 

NOTE:  Product Development Entries must be on display by 9:00 a.m. and remain throughout the 

day for viewing by the public.   
 

 Categories:  (Choose the one that best fits the project you are doing.) 

 

 Oral presentations are required with all Product Development entries. 
 

 Portfolios are required with all Product Development entries. 
 

 Most competitions are 20 minutes in length (10 minutes for oral presentation/10 minutes 

for judge questions and comments). 
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Product Development Division 
 

Reminder:   

A Portfolio and Oral Presentation are required for all Product Development entries. 

Note:  We are sorry that internet capabilities will not be available at the 

Bi-Center for Product Development entries. 

 
CATEGORY NAME AND NUMBER  

  

1.  PD Children's Book. (Topic of your choice.) 

 Write and illustrate a book for children. 

 Book should be no less than 10 pages long. 

 Use vocabulary, graphics, and page layout appropriate for the age range and identify this 

in your portfolio report. 

 Include all drafts of text and artwork, etc. in your portfolio. 

 Indicate on registration what age the book will target. 

 

2. PD Poetry Book. 

 Write an original poetry book. 

 Book should be no less than 8-10 pages long. 

 Include all drafts of text, artwork, etc. in your portfolio. 

 

3. PD Lego Design.  Design a Shopping Mall. ï Bring completed Lego design to competition to be 

judged along with preliminary plans and drawings contained in a portfolio.  

Include in portfolio:  

 What you had in mind with the design. 

 Dimensions for Shopping Mall both in Lego design and finished real product. 

 Approximate materials and building cost estimate if you were to build this Shopping Mall 

in real life. 

 Time frame for completion of real life building. 

 Floor plans from start to finish. 

 Anything else pertinent to finished product. 

 
New Lego Contest Rules-When registering, please mark whether bringing actual Lego design or 

computerized. 

The competition will be judged on: 

 Originality and creativity of design. 

 Clarity and completeness of design. 

 Readability of the layout. 

 Readability of the graphics. 

 Balance and overall presentation. 

 

Lego competition is approximately (20) minutes in length:   

 5 -10 minutes to present your product. 

 5 minutes for feedback and comments from judge 

 Portfolio required.  

 Finished product out of legos required for real display. 
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4. PD Fashion Design (Designs of choice.) 

 Create a portfolio of five original fashion designs.   

 Each design should be presented separately. 

 All sketches and drawings of the designs, fabric swatches and other related information 

should be included with each design in the portfolio. 

 

5. PD Photographic Documentary (Choice of Topic).   

 Create a documentary booklet on a happening of your choice.  

 Use original photographs you have taken and text that you have written. 

 Layout design, choice of graphics, the consistency of text and graphics, quality of photos, 

and documentation and thoroughness of the research will be considered for evaluation of the 

portfolio and finished product. 

 

6. PD Design an Original Greeting Card (Topic of choice).   

 Entry should reflect in the portfolio consideration of layout, color, lettering, graphics, and 

appropriate content. 

 Must be an original computer generated or hand drawn, (must be an ORIGINAL DESIGN). 

 If done on computer, finished product must be furnished not just shown on computer. 

 Indicate on registration form computer generated or hand drawn. 

 

7. PD Design a Calendar for January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008.   

 Include months, days of the week, holidays, and illustrations.   

 Portfolio should reflect consideration of layout, color, lettering, graphics, and appropriate 

content along with all sketches, etc. 

 

8. PD Design a Holiday Cookbook.   

 Create a 15-20 page cookbook of holiday recipes with funny anecdotes, sayings, etc 

 Use of graphics, artwork, etc. will greatly enhance the judging. 

 Include all drafts, planning, etc. in portfolio along with where the recipes came from. 
 

9. PD 30-60 Second Commercial on DVD for Computer (include all planning, rough drafts, etc. 

in portfolio.) 

 Plan, create and produce a 30-60 second commercial. 

 Pick one of the following products to create your storyboard: 

1.  Sports    

2.  Music 

3.  Food  

4.  Clothing 

 Equipment for DVD/Computer presentation must be furnished by student. 

 

10. PD Prepare a Newscast on DVD for Computer. (include all rough drafts, planning, etc. in 

portfolio.) 

 Prepare a newscast for one or two of the following topics: 

1.  Weather 2.  Sports 3.  History 4.  Health 

 Either 2 stories, each 3-5 minutes in length for a total of 6-10 minutes or one story 6-10 

minutes in length. 

 Equipment for DVD/Computer presentation must be furnished by entrant. 
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11.  PD Design a Promotional Flyer/Brochure for a Local Merchant.   

 Portfolio should reflect layout, color, lettering, graphics, and appropriate content.   

 May incorporate photographs, clip art, or own designs, etc. 

 Hard copy should be included in portfolio as well as for display. 

 If using a computer for presentation, student supplies equipment.  Hardcopy still required. 

 Include all drafts in portfolio. 

 

12. PD Design a Business Plan for a Local Merchant.   

 Portfolio should reflect layout, color, lettering, graphics, and appropriate content.   

 May incorporate photographs, clip art, or own designs, etc. 

 Hard copy should be included in portfolio as well as for display. 

 If using a computer for presentation, student supplies equipment.  Hardcopy still required. 

 Include all drafts in portfolio. 

 

13. PD Create a PowerPoint Presentation of your own topic. 

 Bring own equipment for presentation. 

 Include all planning, rough drafts, pictures, etc. in portfolio. 

 Please specify topic on registration form when entering. 

 

14. PD Design and Construct an Architectural Model of a Home, Business, or Farm by using a  

computer program for this purpose. 

 Justify the design, construction material choice, building plans, utilization plans and traffic 

patterns in the portfolio. 

 Provide a hard copy drawing for display. 

 Bring a computer to present and any other equipment you need for oral presentation. 

 

15. PD Create a Website. 

 Create a personal website or one to fit the needs of a local business, industry, or school. 

 Must be able to demonstrate and describe the website for presentation. 

 Include instructions for use of website in portfolio. 

 Bring own equipment for presentation.  Must be saved on a DVD ï internet not available. 

 

16. PD Plan and Create a 3 Minute Podcast. 

 Profile something in your community/school. 

 

17. PD Plan/Develop a Piece of Software. 

 Identify a problem your program will solve and explain how you would market it, distribute 

it, etc. 

 

18. PD Develop a New Product to Be Sold. 

 Explain what the product will do and how it will be marketed. 

 

19. PD Other.   
 Please present this idea to Linda Talbott, Careers 2007 Coordinator, prior to sending in 

registration to receive approval for entry. 

 
 

 

 




