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Objectives

- Share ideas
- Facilitate discussion

- Answer questions
- Provide teaching resources
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Introduction

Remember the following statements related to distance learning
(and teaching). They explain what you already know about
teaching but are worth remembering as you begin your IDL
course.

Students are Individuals (not sites)
Technologies Change and Evolve
Technology Fails

Planning Shows

Students Procrastinate

Involve Students or Lose Them
Students Appreciate Feedback
Technology Takes Time

Students Have Great Ideas

Active Learning is Critical
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Strategies for IDL Teachers

- Visit successful IDL classes.
- Don’t abandon what works in regular classes.

- Capitalize on technology but try to keep it
transparent.

- Be organized but remain flexible.

- Introduce a new piece of technology for each
new course.
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Strategies for IDL Teachers

- Keep participants informed.

- Assess how much content can/must be taught.
- Focus on students not on the technology.

- Encourage interaction.

- RELAX AND ENJOY THE EXPERIENCE.
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IDL Teaching Basics

Teachers and students are separated by distance. The
challenge is to reduce the gap through the use of
technology and effective teaching practices.

Setting the Stage

- |t takes longer to deliver distance learning than in a
traditional setting. Plan accordingly.

- Organize all materials before the start of the class.

- Prepare students for new terminology and
technology to be used and answer any questions.
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IDL Teaching Basics cont.
During the IDL Session

- Vary expressions, tone, movements, and eye contact
with the camera to enhance communication.

- Engage students by using humor, asking questions,
involving students, and praising student
contributions.

- Maintain energy to attract and hold the distant
learners' attention. Enthusiasm is contagious. So is
boredom.

- Present content in blocks interspersed with
discussion. Alternate between instruction and
interaCtionl ©2008 C. Moddelmog SHESC



IDL Teaching Basics cont.

- Motivate peer learning and support by
encouraging students to work together both in and
out of class.

- Make sure opportunities are included to enhance
student interaction. Plan a block of time for
interaction and then let students know that
interaction is expected. Initiating interaction early
in class will get students motivated to participate
in learning rather than lulling them into watching.
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IDL Teaching Basics cont.

- Designate students at each site to lead
discussions or survey the room for questions.

- Clearly define discussion topics or questions
and then allow time for students to prepare
responses. Assigning discussion questions in
advance of the session will help prepare for the
interaction.
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IDL Teaching Basics cont.

Following the Session

- Review recordings of the presentation. Take
notes for improving presentation, style, and
delivery methods.

- Seek student feedback on the strengths and
weaknesses of the instructional materials and
the teaching strategies being used.

- Be open to new ideas and delivery techniques
for improving instructional effectiveness.
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IDL Teaching Strategies

Using effective interaction and feedback, will enable
instructors to identify and meet student needs and provide
a forum for suggesting improvements. Consider the
following:

Use pre-class study questions and advance organizers to
encourage thinking and participation by all learners.

Early in the course, require students to interact with you
and among themselves so they are comfortable doing so.

Integrate a variety of interaction/feedback, including class,
phone calls, email, video, and computer conferencing. If
feasible, consider on-site visits as well.

Take note of students who don't participate regularly and
contact them individually.
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IDL Teaching Strategies cont.

Have students record thoughts and ideas regarding
the course and their progress and concerns. Have
students submit journal entries frequently.

- Use on-site facilitators to stimulate interaction
when distant students are hesitant to ask questions
or participate. Involve the facilitator as your on-site
“eyes and ears".

- Call on individual students to ensure that all
participants have the opportunity to interact.
Politely but firmly discourage students or sites
from monopolizing class time.

- Make detailed comments on written assignments.
Return assignments without delay using fax or
email if practical.
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IDL Icebreakers

Basic Roll Call—Perhaps the simplest way to get students using the microphone
in class is to call roll, and ask each person to respond by pressing the mic and
:pktm(:ltjcing themselves with a brief statement: “I'm Gretchen from Salina, and |
ike art.”

Brief Biography—Students introduce themselves and tell why they are takinq the
class. “I'm Lisa, and I'm taking this class because my school doesn’t offer it.”

Introduce Classmates—Divide the class into pairs. Each student talks about
him/herself to the other, sometimes with specific instructions to share a certain
piece of information. For example, "The one thing | am particularly proud of is..."
or “What | most want people to know about me is...” After five minutes, the
students introduce each other to the rest of the class: “This is Judy from Tyler.
She works after school...”

Has Anyone Else Done This?—Have students introduce themselves and relate
something they’ve done that they think no one else in the class has done. If
someone else has done it, the student must try again else until s/he finds
something that no one else has done: “I'm Kevin, and I've visited the SPAM
(Iluncl_leon meat) Museum in Austin, Minnesota to pay homage to this American
classic.”

What's in a Name?—Have students introduce themselves and explain why they
have their name or nickname: “My name is Steve, but everyone calls me ‘Blister'
because | tend to show up after all the work is finished.*
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Specific IDL Strategies

These techniques have multiple benefits.

- The teacher can easily & quickly check for
understanding.

- The nature of these activities can stress
Interaction.
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Specific IDL Strategies cont.

Picture Prompt
- Show students an image with no explanation.
- Ask them to identify or explain it.

- Or ask them to write about it using
concepts/skills from the lesson.

- Don’t give an “answer” until students have
explored all options.
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