Creating video
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	How to use blue-screen effects in MoviePlus X3
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NOTE: For Chroma Key* effects, film the main subject against a matte blue or green background. Blue, which is rare in nature, is often used as the key colour because the background colour must not appear anywhere in the foreground. Colour or chroma detectors in MoviePlus apply a mask to those areas that contain the key colour, making them transparent and replacing them with the background image.

* Chroma Key is also known as blue-screening, green-screening, keying, matting, colour keying, and colour separation overlay.
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TIPS for chroma-key compositing

· For the best results, illuminate the background brightly and evenly: non-reflective materials are best. If possible use a photographic light meter to check for shadows.

· Side lighting will eliminate more shadows: ideally, use two lights of equal strength placed equidistant and at an angle of 45o to the backdrop.
· If feasible, use a specialist blue/green fabric stretched so it is completely smooth because even minor tonal variations caused by slight shadows or reflections will spoil the illusion since the replacement footage may not register in those areas.  
· You also need to light the foreground actor and props, which will always look brighter than they actually are when the blue-screen is illuminated. 
· If blue or green clothing is worn by an actor that part of the character’s body will appear to be invisible in the edit.
· Make sure the blue-screen always fills the background completely, perhaps by filming the foreground action from a fixed camera viewpoint.
· Specialist paint costs approx. £41 for 3.79 litres; fabric is about £10 per yard. Stockists of specialist paper, fabric and paint are: http://www.chroma-key.com or http://www.lxstore.com However, ordinary blue or green household paint can be used if your budget is tight.
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	Capture

Capture and save your foreground and your background footage as usual in MoviePlus. In Timeline mode select Insert from the Menu bar and click on Video Track to add a new track for the chroma-key clip. 
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	Background 

Drop the background source onto Video Track 1, which should be positioned below Video Track 2 on the Timeline. Edit the background movie as usual. 
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Foreground 

Drop the foreground movie clip onto Video Track 2 (MoviePlus composes from the top down, so if the top track contains a chroma key effect the underlying background track will be visible through those areas).
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To apply a chroma effect to your foreground movie source, select the clip and then go to the Effects tab on the Properties pane and click on the Add Effect… button. Choose the Chroma Key effect and select one of its thumbnails in the bottom section e.g. Blue Screen. Click OK. Drop the Chroma Key thumbnail onto the foreground video clip on Video Track 2. 
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	On the Effects tab, adjust the parameters as necessary and click on the blue screen of the clip with the Colour Picker to apply the transparency. It couldn’t be simpler!
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Preview and save your work.
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